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School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) 
 

Educating tomorrow’s leaders in the fields of international 
and public affairs, the School of International and Public 
Affairs (SIPA) produces scholarship that advances the 
understanding of critical global issues, contributes to 
policy solutions and promotes international dialogue. 
     SIPA brings together FIU’s internationally oriented 
disciplines to provide cutting-edge research, first-rate 
teaching and innovative training necessary for the 
globalized world of the 21st century. The academic core of 
the school is comprised of eight major departments, 
including Criminal Justice, Economics, Global and 
Sociocultural Studies, Modern Languages, Politics and 
International Relations, Public Administration, and 
Religious Studies.  SIPA also houses many of FIU’s most 
prominent international centers, institutes and programs. 
With more than 200 full-time faculty, SIPA offers 
innovative interdisciplinary research and teaching at the 
BA, MA, and PhD levels. The quality of its faculty and 
innovative programs has earned the school affiliate 
membership in the Association of Professional Schools of 
International Affairs (APSIA). 
     An integral part of the College of Arts & Sciences, SIPA 
is one of three mission-based schools designed to 
enhance the experiences for our students and increase 
collaboration among disciplines. This includes 
collaboration with its sister schools, the School of 
Environments, Arts and Society and the School of 
Integrated Science and Humanity, as well as other 
colleges and programs at FIU to address key issues facing 
the world. Through its efforts and accomplishments in 
teaching and scholarship, SIPA is fulfilling part of FIU’s 
greater mission to become a major international education 
center that fosters mutual understanding throughout the 
world. 
 
 
Course Descriptions 
Definition of Prefixes 
ISS-Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 
 
ISS 3130 Fundamentals of National Security (3). An 
examination of the national security apparatus of the 
United States and the manner in which the US responds 
to key related controversies. 
 
ISS 3214 Fundamentals of Globalization (3). This 
course examines globalization in all its diverse forms of 
world-wide interconnection, including its effect on 
international security, political economy, culture and other 
issues. 
 
ISS 3222 Issues in American Foreign Policy (3). An 
examination of the major contemporary foreign policy 
issues facing the United States and the United States 
response to them. 
 
ISS 3280 Canadian Government, Politics and Policy 
(3). Analyzes development of the Canadian nation-state, 
provinces, territories, political institutions, political parties; 
compares U.S. and Canadian policies. 
 
ISS 4284 North America Integration (3). Analyzes issues 
related to U.S., Canadian, and Mexican relations and 
examines increasingly close, if uneven, 

Canadian/Mexican/U.S. trade partnership, 
climate/environmental issues, and security integration. 
 
ISS 4364 Introduction to Structured Analytic Methods 
(3). An introduction to structured analytical methods and 
the application of those methods to contemporary cases. 
 
ISS 4385 Effective Governmental Communication (3). 
Improves communications for governmental professions, 
enhancing research and effective writing skills and 
developing briefing techniques. 
 
ISS 4930 Topics in Globalization (3). An intensive 
examination of a topic of globalization. Subject matter will 
vary according to Instructor. Topic will be announced in 
advance. 
 
ISS 5135 National Security Essentials (3). An 
examination of the U.S. national security structure, current 
security-related controversies and potential U.S. 
responses to security threats. 


